
English 106: First-Year Composition  
Instructor and Course Information 

Instructor: Mrs. Kailyn Shartel Hall 

E-mail: hall554@purdue.edu 

Office: Heavilon 209 

Office Hours: Wednesdays – 3:30pm-4:30pm 

Course Request Number: 18742 

Course Theme: Academic Rhetorics 

Course Credit Hours: 4 Credit Hours 

Blackboard Site: [click link to launch website and log in using Boilerkey] 
http://mycourses.purdue.edu  

Course Meeting Time & Classrooms 

Our course meets at 2:30pm-3:20pm on the following days in these rooms:  

• Monday: Beering Hall B274 (Computer Lab) 
• Tuesday: Recitation Building 108 (Lecture) 
• Wednesday: Heavilon 225 (Conferences) 
• Thursday: Recitation Building 108 (Lecture) 
• Friday: Heavilon Hall 225 (Conferences) 

Email Policy  

I check my email frequently. However, any email received after 7pm Monday-Thursday will be 
answered the following day. Emails received after 7pm on Friday will be answered within 48 
hours or by Monday morning at the latest. I do not discuss grades via email. If you have 
concerns about your grades, please visit during my office hours or make an appointment to 
speak with me. 

Learning Outcomes 

The learning objectives for this course are the following:  

• Demonstrate rhetorical awareness of diverse audiences, situations, and contexts. 
• Compose a variety of texts in a range of forms, equaling at least 7,500-11,500 words of 

polished writing. 
• Critically think about writing and rhetoric through reading, analysis, and reflection. 
• Provide constructive feedback to others and incorporate feedback into your writing. 
• Perform research and evaluate sources to support claims. 
• Engage multiple digital technologies to compose for different purposes. 

English 106 is the standard 4-credit hour composition course for students at Purdue. The course 

http://mycourses.purdue.edu/
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provides students with the opportunity to interpret and compose in both digital and print 
media across a variety of forms. Students engage in active learning, which includes class 
discussion, learning in small groups, problem solving, peer review, and digital interaction. 
English 106 is grounded in the idea that writing provides an outlet for sharing and developing 
ideas; facilitates understanding across different conventions, genres, groups, societies, and 
cultures; and allows for expression in multiple academic, civic, and non-academic situations. In 
short, writing is a way of learning that spans all fields and disciplines. 

Conferences 

English 106 includes a conference component. In each conference, you will need to meet with 
me one-on-one or in a small group every other week to go over your work. Your conference 
time is on your class schedule (your recitation section), and each week I will post a conference 
schedule on our course site. These conferences are mandatory, which means you need to be 
there with written text for us to discuss and work on together. If you miss your conference, it 
will count as half an absence (see absence policy below).  

Required Texts  

Writing Today, 4e  

• Richard Johnson-Sheehan and Charles Paine, Pearson Education (2019), ISBN-13 978-0-
13-475973-9  

• This book can be rented at the local bookstores, Chegg.com (click link for direct page), 
or Amazon.com (click link for direct page) for $30-$60. 

• Pearson offers a REVEL version of this book. We will NOT be using that one. You do not 
need the REVEL access code for our course. A physical or digital copy of just the book 
will meet our needs.  

• If you have issues acquiring a copy of the book, please let me know as soon as possible. 

Microsoft Office  

• Purdue provides the Microsoft Office Suite to all students.  
• You paid for it using your student fees. 
• You can download them here [click link to open website]: 

https://www.itap.purdue.edu/shopping/software/product/office365.html 
• All assignments for our course will be turned in using Microsoft Suite products.  

Professionalism 

At all times, I expect you show respect toward other members of the class. This includes 
refraining from the use of derogatory, racist, or sexist, or otherwise offensive language. Please 
be sensitive, too, to the tone of your written communication online where visual and oral cues 
are missing. Another way to show respect is to refrain from texting, checking Facebook, doing 
homework for other courses, or other non-related class activities when we meet as a class. 

 

https://www.chegg.com/textbooks/writing-today-rental-edition-4th-edition-9780134759739-0134759737?trackid=1bc2065660c4&strackid=0215d63be1f3
https://www.amazon.com/Writing-Today-Richard-Johnson-Sheehan-ebook-dp-B07S29C5N9/dp/B07S29C5N9/ref=mt_kindle?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=1576965087
https://www.itap.purdue.edu/shopping/software/product/office365.html
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Attendance Policy 

In a perfect world, we’d all attend every class. However, I understand that life happens. If you 
need to be absent, you do not need to provide an excuse or documentation. However, I would 
appreciate an e-mail before class that tells me you will be absent. That way, I can send you any 
materials from that day. You are responsible for all material covered the day you are absent.  

My absence policy is as follows: 

• If your absence falls under the Grief Policy or Military Absence Policy, please email me 
directly as well as the Dean of Students Office (odos@purdue.edu). They will help 
provide the appropriate documentation and I will work with you to ensure your success 
in our course.  

• You can miss up to five classes without penalty. On your sixth absence (and for each 
additional absence), you will lose 100 points off your course grade (e.g. B becomes a C, 
A- becomes a B-, and so on). This means that at 10 (ten) absences, you will 
automatically fail the course.  

• University-excused absences will not count toward your 5 (five) absences. This does not 
include club sports.  

• Missed conferences count as ½ (half) an absence. 
• You are officially late when we are ten (10) minutes into the class period. I allow two 

late arrivals during the semester before you will receive a penalty. After two late 
arrivals, I will count each additional as half an absence.   

Grading 

Assignment Points Available 

What is Writing? (in-class writing) 0 points 

Literacy Narrative: A narrative about experiences with writing  100 points 

Rave/Slam (in-class writing) 25 points 

Review—A review of a recent movie, a local restaurant, or a public event 150 points 

Refutation (in-class writing) 25 points 

Argument Paper—An argument about a current issue  150 points 

Formal Research Assignment: A longer research based argument or 
explanation of findings on an issue 

250 points 

Explainer Script and Podcast—A discussion of a research-based topic 100 points 

Portfolio—A final collection of your papers from the semester, including a 
reflection on your growth as a writer 

100 points 

Workshop: Giving and Receiving Feedback on Peer Writing after each major 
unit assignment 

100 points 

Total Points 1000 points 
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Grading Scale 
Total Points Grade  Total Points Grade 

930-1000 A  730-769 C 

900-929 A-  700-729 C- 

870-899 B+  670-699 D+ 

830-869 B  650-669 D 

800-829 B-  600-649 D- 

770-799 C+  Below 600 F 

Late Papers 

Our class is scheduled in such a way that you will have ample time to complete assignments. 
However, life happens. The following late policy will apply in our course:   

• Your papers should be sent to me by 8pm through Blackboard on the days they are due. 
If a paper arrives after 8pm, it will be marked late.  

• Late papers will be marked down a full grade for each day (24 hours) they are late (e.g. 
B becomes a C, A- becomes a B-, and so on).  

• I do not accept excuses for late papers, including computer-related problems.  

Extra Credit 

Composition is an ongoing process. Creating and completing an assignment for this course will 
happen in multiple stages, and it is important that you keep up with the work and complete the 
stages as they are assigned. Everything we do in this course builds to improve your skills in 
writing. Because this process work is important, I do not offer extra credit in my course. If you 
have concerns about your grade, please make an appointment to speak with me.  

Academic Integrity and Plagiarism 

Purdue Honor Pledge: “As a Boilermaker pursuing academic excellence, I pledge to be honest 
and true in all that I do. Accountable together – We are Purdue.” 

Integrity is especially important in college writing, because you need to learn how to do your 
own work in college and the workplace. You will be responsible for producing original work in 
this course. If you hand in any work that is not your own, you will conference with me to discuss 
repercussions and the incident may be reported to the Office of the Dean of Students.  

Be vigilant about how you use your sources. In college and the workplace, plagiarism and 
copyright infringement can lead to stiff penalties, fines, and even firing.  

If you have concerns about what might be considered plagiarism in the context of a specific 
assignment, please meet with me. I would much rather speak with you about your work than 
have you turn in something that is not yours.  

Here is the Dean of Students’ definition of plagiarism: 
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Plagiarism is a special kind of academic dishonesty in which one person steals another person's 
ideas or words and falsely presents them as the plagiarist's own product. This is most likely to 
occur in the following ways: 

• using the exact language of someone else without the use of quotation marks and 
without giving proper credit to the author 

• presenting the sequence of ideas or arranging the material of someone else even 
though such is expressed in one's own words, without giving appropriate 
acknowledgment 

• submitting a document written by someone else but representing it as one's own. 

Source [click link to visit website with policy]: Dean of Students’ Policy on Academic Integrity  

Academic Accommodations  

Purdue University strives to make learning experiences accessible to all participants. If you 
anticipate or experience physical or academic barriers based on disability, you are welcome to 
let me know so that we can discuss options. You are also encouraged to contact the Disability 
Resource Center at: drc@purdue.edu or by phone at 765-494-1247.  

Additional Important Policies 

Campus Emergencies 

In the event of a major campus emergency, course requirements, deadlines, and grading 
percentages are subject to changes that may be necessitated by a revised semester calendar or 
other circumstances. Information about changes to the course can be obtained by contacting 
me via e-mail or phone. You are responsible for checking your Purdue e-mail on a frequent 
basis. 

Grief Absence Policy: Dean of Students Office 

Students will be excused for funeral leave and given the opportunity to earn equivalent credit 
and to demonstrate evidence of meeting the learning outcomes for missed assignments or 
assessments in the event of the death of a member of the student’s family. A student should 
contact the Office of the Dean of Students (ODOS) to request that a notice of their leave be 
sent to instructors. The student will provide documentation of the death or funeral service 
attended to the ODOS. 

Miltary Absence Policy: Dean of Students Office 

Purdue recognizes that those who are actively serving in the United States military are required 
by their military contract to attend mandatory training with failure to attend punishable under 
law. To report an absence due to military service, please contact the Office of the Dean of 
Students.  

Student of Concern 

The Office of the Dean of Students is committed to helping students succeed both in and out of 
the classroom. To this end, your instructor may contact ODOS by filing a “Student of Concern” 

http://www.purdue.edu/odos/osrr/academic-integrity/index.html
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Report, should they notice concerning behavior from you or your peers: missing classes, 
substance abuse, or other indicators of distress. This is not a disciplinary measure: reports are 
vetted by Purdue staff, and trained professionals contact students to offer help as needed. 
Anyone worried about friends, classmates, or co-workers is welcome to file reports. Learn more 
at purdue.edu/studentconcern/ or talk to your instructor for help. 

Nondiscrimination Statement 

Purdue University is committed to maintaining a community which recognizes and values the 
inherent worth and dignity of every person; fosters tolerance, sensitivity, understanding, and 
mutual respect among its members; and encourages each individual to strive to reach his or her 
own potential. In pursuit of its goal of academic excellence, the University seeks to develop and 
nurture diversity. The University believes that diversity among its many members strengthens 
the institution, stimulates creativity, promotes the exchange of ideas, and enriches campus life. 
Purdue’s nondiscrimination policy can be found here. [Click link to access webpage with policy.]    

http://www.purdue.edu/purdue/ea_eou_statement.html.


ENGL 106 
Spring 2020– Kailyn Hall

 

Page 7 of 8 
 

English 106: First-Year Composition Calendar 

Schedule is tentative. Any changes will be announced in-class and on Blackboard. Each week by 
Sunday evening I will post weekly Prep Notes to our course site. See weekly prep notes for 
details about reading due dates.  

Unit Week Topics Assignments & Readings 
Unit 1 

Literacy 
Narrative 

Week 1 
Jan 13-17 

• What Is College Writing? 
• What Is Genre? 

• Writing Today, Ch. 1-2 
• In-Class: What is Writing? 

Week 2 
Jan 20-24 

• Monday – Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day – No Class 

• Writing a Narrative 
• Inventing Ideas and 

Prewriting 

• Writing Today, Ch. 3, 6, 16, 21 

Unit 2 
Review 

Week 3 
Jan 27-31 
 

• Writing a Review 
• Collaborating and Peer 

Feedback 
• Organizing and Drafting 

• Due: Literacy Narrative 1/31  
• Writing Today, Ch. 8, 17, 24 

Week 4 
Feb 3-7 

• Critical Reading & Analyzing 
Contexts 

• Revision Strategies  

• Writing Today, Ch. 4, 18, 20 
• In-Class: Rave/Slam Review 

Week 5 
Feb 10-14 

• Reflection Strategies  
• Document Design 

• Writing Today, Ch. 5, 19 

Unit 3 
Argument 

Week 6 
Feb 17-21 

• Writing an Argument 
• Research Strategies 

Due: Review 2/21 
• Writing Today, Ch. 12, 23, 25 

Week 7 
Feb 24-28 

• Finding and Analyzing 
Sources 

• Refuting an Argument 

In-Class: Refutation 
• Writing Today, Ch. 10, 26 
 

Week 8 
Mar 2-6 
 

• Rhetorical Strategies 
• Citing, Quoting, 

Paraphrasing and 
Summarizing Sources 

• MLA and APA Structures 

• Writing Today, Ch. 22, 27, 28 or 
29  

Unit 4 
Formal 

Research 

Week 9 
Mar 9-13 

• Starting A Research Project 
• Research Papers and 

Reports 

Due: Argument Paper 3/13 
• Writing Today, Ch. 14 or 15, and 

review Ch. 25 
Week 10 
Mar 16-20 

• Spring Vacation – No Class Due: Formal Research Topic 
Submission 4/18 

Week 11 
Mar 23-27 

• Outlining and Drafting 
Research 

• Review Writing Today, Ch. 2, 17 

Week 12 
Mar 30-
Apr 3 

• Remediating Information 
Strategies 

• Making an Explainer Podcast 

Due: Formal Research Assignment 
4/3  

Week 13 • Audio Genres and Written • Review Writing Today, Ch. 3, 27 
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Apr 6-10 Genres 
• Revising and Editing 

Unit 5 
Final 

Portfolio 

Week 14 
Apr 13-17 

• Creating a Portfolio 
 

• Due: Explainer Podcast and 
Script 4/17 

Week 15 
Apr 20-24 

• Critical Reflection Strategies  • Review Writing Today, Ch. 5, 20 

Week 16 
Apr 27-
May 1 

• Portfolio Workshops  

FINALS Final 
Exam 
Week 

 • Due: Final Portfolio May 4th 
 

 



ENGLISH 106: FIRST-YEAR COMPOSITION 
SECTION 072 #COVIDCAMPUS SYLLABUS ADDENDUM 
COURSE INFORMATION 

SECTION: ENGL 106-072 (Conference sections 106-091 and 106-092) 

INSTRUCTOR AND EMAIL: Kailyn Shartel Hall, hall554@purdue.edu 

TRANSITION TO ONLINE DELIVERY 

Starting March 23rd, 2020, all courses at Purdue University have been instructed to transition to online course 
delivery in order to aid in social-distancing procedures due to the spread of COVID-19. As a result, the syllabus 
for our course needs to be altered slightly to meet the needs of changing a face-to-face class to an online 
class. I will continue to use our Weekly Prep Notes to set our goals for each week. All Weekly Information and 
Class Plans will be communicated through the Weekly Prep Notes. The Prep Notes will include important 
announcements and a detailed list of upcoming due dates and expectations for work completed.  

If any of the changes listed below will negatively impact your success in this class, please contact me, Mrs. 
Hall, immediately at hall554@purdue.edu. 

POLICY CHANGES  

COURSE MEETING TIMES, EMAIL POLICY, AND OFFICE HOURS   
I know from feedback that losing our face-to-face in class experience is going to be the most difficult part of 
this transition. With that in mind and knowing that some of you have returned to different time zones, I want 
to establish our policies. I will not be requiring that you attend a virtual class during our class time. However, 
I do suggest that you keep that time set aside to complete work for our class. This will help you keep up with 
the work and deadlines. You are still responsible for all class assignments. (More details below.) 

During our class time (2:30pm-3:20pm, Eastern, GMT-4 hours), I will be available for virtual conferences by 
appointment. To set an appointment, you just need to email me at with at least 24 hours’ notice. These 
appointments will use Zoom, a videoconference platform. During Week 11, I will post information about 
access to this program.  

With our transition to an online sphere, I advise that you get into the habit of checking your Purdue email daily 
for updates, if you do not already. I will use Blackboard to send emails with announcements about our 
courses. I will be checking mine more frequently, however, emails received after 8PM Eastern will receive 
responses the next day.  

LEARNING OUTCOMES  
The University understands that this transition is not ideal, and that it does have an effect on the courses you 
are in. As a result, one of our course outcomes has been adjusted, related to work produced, to account for 
changes in this transition. The new outcome reads: Compose a variety of texts in a range of forms, equaling 
6,000–9,000 words of polished writing (or 12,000–17,500 words, including drafts). I have modified our course 
assignments moving forward with this in mind. 

mailto:hall554@purdue.edu
mailto:hall554@purdue.edu


CONFERENCES 
To replace our conference meetings, all students will be required to complete 3 (three) informal conference 
journals. Over the remaining six weeks, this means students should aim to complete one journal every other 
week. These journals will receive a direct response from Mrs. Hall and will focus on providing additional 
feedback and support on work in the course. More information will be communicated on Blackboard.  

REQUIRED MATERIALS 
I want to reiterate that all students should have access to the Microsoft Office Suite. If you have not 
downloaded this package, you should do so through ITaP as soon as possible. You can do so by visiting this 
link: https://www.itap.purdue.edu/shopping/software/product/office365.html.  

ATTENDANCE POLICY 
Each week we will have smaller assignments that will be similar to our previous in-class group activities. We’ll 
have readings, handouts, and discussions. These assignments will serve as your “attendance” for the course. 
These assignments are designed to support our larger assignments and they are required. Missing multiple 
assignments may result in attendance deductions. I will conference with students individually if this 
becomes an issue.  

UNIVERSITY POLICIES  
All university policies remain in place. However, if you have discussed accommodations with me previously 
and are unsure what that looks like in the new online space, please email me. I’m happy to discuss alternatives 
as needed. My goal is still to support your success in this class; just because we’ve moved online doesn’t 
mean that changes.  

ASSIGNMENT CHANGES  

The following changes will be made to our planned (and/or previously stated) assignments: 

• Conferences – See above. All students will be required to complete 3 conference journals before the 
end of the semester to meet their Conference section requirement.  

• “In-Class” work—Small assignments will be posted and count toward attendance requirements. These 
will take the form of digital worksheets, reading responses, or discussion board posts. Specific 
instructions will appear in the Weekly folder and in the Weekly Prep Notes.  

• Explainer Podcast Script (100 points)—This assignment (part of Unit 4) will be replaced with a Proposal 
and Annotated Bibliography for 100 points. More information will be provided.  

• All readings, announcements, and day-to-day expectations will be posted on Blackboard and in 
Weekly Prep Notes. Students will be expected to view lecture materials independently and keep up 
with reading and writing assignments.  

QUESTIONS? 

As I have said, my goal is to help you succeed in our course, whether we’re in class together or digitally-
socially-distanced. Please reach out if you have any concerns about our course. This is a difficult time, but we’ll 
do the best we can. You can email me at hall554@purdue.edu. If you’d rather talk, email to set up an 
appointment and we’ll videoconference or work out another alternative. Stay safe, and stay well.   

https://www.itap.purdue.edu/shopping/software/product/office365.html
mailto:hall554@purdue.edu
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