
 

 

Reviewer: Kailyn Shartel Hall 
Reviewing: Bedford/St. Martin’s Everything’s an Argument with Readings, 8th edition, 
Lunsford, Ruskiewicz, and Walters 
Re: Inclusion in Introductory Composition at Purdue Approved Texts 

 It would be wrong to understate the impact that Andrea Lunsford has had on the field of 
Rhetoric and Composition, and her book Everything’s an Argument with Readings, through its 
many editions, has been a popular choice for composition programs. It provides a strong 
overview of foundational argumentative strategies applicable to work in First-Year Composition 
courses. In 2016, the 7th edition was released to include the latest information on MLA8 and is 
listed among approved texts for ICaP. In 2019, the 8th edition was released.  

 The newest edition includes a section on rhetorical listening, new models, new student 
essay examples, thirty-one updated readings, and a new introduction to the instructor notes. 
Despite these additions, there are some issues that make the text incompatible with the goals and 
themes associated with ICaP, and I would not recommend the text moving forward in the 
program. This determination has been made after reviewing the book’s alignment with ICaP 
Course Outcomes, Applicability to Syllabus Themes, and Cost & Format Accessibility. 

 Before looking to content related issues, the concern I must raise is that of cost. While the 
book is available in multiple formats, and available to rent, the outright cost to purchase the book 
in either format is prohibitive. I have included a breakdown (as of 20 January 2020) below. 
While some of the cost issue could be handled by assigning the previous 7th edition, that edition 
does not provide an accessible e-book format.  

 

Paperback - ISBN: 9781319056261 E-Book Format - ISBN: 9781319105181 

Rent (3 months) Retail: $34.99 Subscribe (6 months) Retail: $42.99 

Rent (4 months) Retail: $38.99 Buy Retail: $65.99 

Rent (6 months) Retail: $43.99   

Rent (1 year) Retail: $60.99   

Buy Retail: $96.99   

Source: Macmillan Learning   

 

 With regard to content, Everything’s an Argument appears at face value to be a strong 
selection for our program. It addresses Course Outcomes 1 (Rhetorical Awareness), Outcome 3 



(Critical Thinking), and Outcome 5 (Research and Evaluate Sources) in multiple ways and 
provides extensive explanation of concepts related to these areas.  

 However, the work’s emphasis on argument narrows its focus too much to be broadly 
applicable across all ICaP outcomes. The book includes information on applying the rhetorical 
situation to different kinds of writing, but the emphasis on argumentative strategies narrow the 
types of writing produced (at least at first encounter). As a result, it doesn’t meet the needs of 
Outcome 2 (Compose a Variety of Texts). It includes a section on multimodal work that would 
begins to address Outcome 6 (Engaging Multiple Digital Technologies) but the chapter included 
to meet this need falls short and is mostly a surface-level explanation of how new mediums can 
function as “argument” and little transferable instruction on technologies is provided. The book 
also features little to no discussion of the role of peer review in the writing process, therefore 
failing to meet Outcome 4 (Feedback). What little that exists is in short-form exercises that 
appear sporadically through the book. The authors encourage receiving feedback, but mostly 
informally. There is little on the process of providing critical, useful feedback.  

 One of my other main concerns is applicability across ICaP syllabus themes. Due to the 
diverse nature of ENGL 106 at Purdue, this makes choosing a book that is broadly useful 
difficult. Everything’s an Argument with Readings would be a suitable book at a smaller 
institution with a narrowly focused and controlled syllabus for the First-Year Composition 
course. However, it would only suit some of the themes presented for use in ICaP, not all.  

The book would suit the following syllabus themes:  

• Academic Rhetorics – Focused on situating students within the writing of the academy 
• Public and Cultural Rhetorics – Focused on analysis and evaluation of public and cultural 

discourses 
• Rhetorics of Data Science – Focused on the rhetorics of information and big (or small) 

data. Developed as a specialized theme for learning communities in partnership with 
engineering, but open for any instructor 

• Rhetorics of Science and Medicine – Focused on the natural sciences and/or health 

The book’s strengths in Outcomes 1, 3, and 5 lend to its applicability across these themes. It 
emphasizes working with information, evaluating sources, and presenting them with rhetorical 
awareness to a specific audience.  

However, the book would struggle to meet the needs of instructors using the following syllabus 
themes:  

• Digital Rhetorics – Focused on digital compositions and how they function in an 
increasingly complex and connected world 

• Rhetorics of Narrative – Focused on how narrative drives communication and 
composition 



Because of the previous concerns with lack of attention to technology in the book, instructors 
using the Digital Rhetorics syllabus would need extensive supplemental material to make this 
book fit the course. Due to the book’s emphasis on argument and academic writing, those using 
the Rhetorics of Narrative theme may have issues finding suitable models in the book to use with 
their students, or instructors may feel shoehorned into specific methods of teaching narrative that 
align with argumentative strategies.  

 Overall, Everything’s an Argument with Readings 8th edition is a strong selection for a 
First-Year Composition course. However, the book is prohibitively expensive, only strongly 
meets three of six ICaP outcomes, and would not be applicable for all syllabus themes. While 
applicability to all syllabus themes is not a requirement, I believe the other factors outlined 
prevent the book from being a more broadly useable text in ICaP. I cannot, then, recommend it 
for future use in ICaP’s ENGL 106.  
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