
REVIEW UNIT COMMON QUESTIONS 
HOW FORMAL OR INFORMAL SHOULD MY REVIEW BE?  

• Because the goal of the review is to convey your opinion to the audience, this assignment will be a bit more 
informal in tone. However, it should still be informative, and you should be editing for grammar issues. Avoid 
more “conversational” speak like “wanna” for example or chatspeak. This is still a piece of writing that would be 
published say either in the physical Purdue Exponent or on the website. However, your tone shouldn’t put up a 
wall between you and the reader. Invite them into the conversation about the thing you are reviewing.  

• Positive and Negative: You are not required to write a positive review. If you have a negative opinion of the 
thing you are reviewing, that is perfectly okay. Negative reviews exist. As long as you provide a critical analysis, 
you are doing this right.  

WILL WE BE SUBMITTING A DRAFT OF THE REVIEW?  

• Yes, you will be. Check the Unit 2 Folder for the list of Due Dates associated with the unit. 

WHAT SHOULD I INCLUDE IN THE REVIEW?  

• When completing any kind of review, look for examples online (and in our class scavenger hunt). Use these to 
get ideas for what to include. I’ve also included a few points here to consider.  

MOVIE AND TV REVIEWS 

• Movies and TV reviews can go a few different ways. The first choice to make is whether or not you will discuss 
spoilers. That will dictate the rest of your content. It is acceptable to spoil the plot for this assignment, but make 
sure you mention it with a brief spoiler warning at the start.  

• If you choose to include spoilers, you can analyze the plot of the show or movie in more detail. Talk about what 
works, talk about what is off the wall or doesn’t make sense. You can use the structure of the plot to help 
structure your review.  

• If you choose not to talk about spoilers, you can emphasize different parts of the show or movie. Talk about 
other strengths like the acting or cinematography. Talk about what you see as weaknesses of the story. Make 
sure you give your overall opinion.  

MUSIC REVIEWS 

• Music reviews can take a few different forms, and it depends on what material you want to emphasize. Here are 
some aspects you can work with, outside of giving your overall opinion and identifying strengths and 
weaknesses.  

• Talk about the history of the artist. Does this album show a change in their work, or is it similar to previous 
work?  

• You can work through every song on the album or identify a few songs that you think are the strongest (or 
weakest, depending on your opinion).  

• Talk about the music genre itself. Does this artist do something new or innovative with this album, or is it a good 
representation of the genre it is in? Does the artist stick to a specific genre or do they mix things up? Analyze 
any or all of these elements as you work through your review.  



VIDEO GAME REVIEWS 

• Gamers are a specific community and will expect certain pieces of information in the review. You’ll want to focus 
on the genre of game (First person shooter, horror, indie, platforming, etc). Does it fit that genre well or does it 
do something new that gamers are talking about?  

• What works well in the game or what is difficult?  
• How much game play time is there? (Can you finish the story in an afternoon, or is the world more expansive?) 
• What are your favorite elements and what needs more work? What are the mechanics of the game like?  

BOOK REVIEWS 

• Similar to movies, the content of your book review can vary depending on if you include spoilers or not. If you 
choose to include spoilers, make sure you include a note in the opening paragraph telling your reader that.  

• Make sure you are analyzing the plot and how well the story unfolds. Was it predictable? Were the characters 
likeable? Why should someone else read this book?  

• Identify strengths of the book as well as weaknesses. What does the author do well and what didn’t land well?  
• Think about genre as well. Does the book fit into a specific genre? If so, how does it do that? Or does it combine 

elements of multiple genres?  

FOOD/RESTAURANT REVIEWS 

• Your restaurant should be one here in the local area. Look at food reviews online to see how they are often 
structured. Look at food blogs to see what more formal restaurant reviews look like compared to what you’ll see 
on Google Reviews and Yelp.  

• Consider the audience for the assignment: college students primarily. How will college students like the 
restaurant you’re reviewing? Is the food cheap or too expensive? How easy is it to get there from campus? 

• What kind of food does the restaurant serve? Is there a variety or do they specialize in a few items.  
• Give your opinions on the service too! What was your experience like? Was the staff friendly or were you 

ignored while you were there?  
• What were your favorite items that you tried? Talk about the good and the bad. Be descriptive so that your 

audience has a clear mental image of what it was like when you visited.  

HOW LONG DOES IT HAVE TO BE AND HOW DO I MEET THAT WORD COUNT?  

• The assignment needs to be 1100-1200 words. Review the “What should I include?” section for more 
information on different things to focus on in your review.  

CAN I BE OPINIONATED IN MY REVIEW?  

• Absolutely! Make sure the reader knows what you think of the thing you’re reviewing. Your voice should come 
through in the review. This assignment carries forward some of the strategies we talked about with narrative. 
You are telling a story to the reader about your experience.  

WHAT KIND OF IMAGE SHOULD I INCLUDE? 

• The image should be in some way related to the thing you are reviewing. It can be of an actor/actress involved, a 
movie poster, album cover, pictures from the restaurant’s website, or even pictures you take of food while 



you’re there! The image should enhance the story you’re telling and give your reader another element to 
increase their understanding.  

HOW MUCH SUMMARY SHOULD I INCLUDE? HOW DETAILED SHOULD MY SYNOPSIS BE? 

• Review the “What should I include?” section for details on each type of review. However, focus on what you 
think is most important for the audience to know. What information do they need to understand what is 
happening? If the plot is complicated, what parts are most relevant to getting the audience to engage?  

HOW SHOULD I GIVE FEEDBACK? SHOULD I INCLUDE POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE FEEDBACK?  

• Within the review: You should try to include both strengths and weaknesses of the thing you are reviewing. 
However, if you’re writing a positive review, the strengths may be more prominent or obvious.  

• With your classmates in Workshop: You should include positive and critical feedback. The goal of workshop is to 
provide feedback that can help the writer improve their review. (This will hold true for all our workshops this 
semester.) If you have concerns about giving feedback in our class, speak with me as soon as possible.  

HOW MANY TIMES SHOULD I CITE THE THING I’M REVIEWING?  

• Citation is a bit different in reviews because you’re basing the information on your own opinion. You are not 
required to formally cite using MLA or APA for this assignment. I expect that you give mention to anywhere else 
you might get information from (if for example you get a quote from an interview on another website), but I do 
not expect works cited or a bibliography for this assignment.  

• If you have additional questions about this, please email me.  

CAN I ADD BACKGROUND OR HISTORY TO MY REVIEW? 

• Background or history can be helpful for your audience to understand the context. Feel free to include this 
information, but make sure you are including only enough to help the reader understand what you are 
reviewing. It shouldn’t take up the majority of your review.  

• HOW CAN WE TELL WHEN IT’S APPROPRIATE TO USE 2ND PERSON (YOU, YOUR)? 

• A review is conversational and directed at the audience. Some 2nd person use is acceptable. However, make 
sure you are focusing on informing the audience about your experience. That may mean using 1st person more. 
My main caution with 2nd person is that it can sometimes come off as you assuming what the audience thinks 
or believes, and that can be the easiest way to lose your audience. Keep that in mind as you work.  
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